Downtown Magnets High School 
IB Language Policy

Philosophy

At Downtown Magnets High School (DMHS), we believe that all students can learn and experience success in a second language; to that end, we provide a foundation for the lifelong process of language acquisition. Our language program:

· Fosters respect for other cultures,

· Prepares students to become productive members of a global society,

· Promotes awareness of one’s own language and culture

· Allows opportunities for interdisciplinary connections, and 

· Prepares students for collegiate endeavors.

The development of language incorporates the three concepts of language learning, learning through language and learning about language.  At DMHS, language learning aims to stimulate communication and conversation, enabling students to interact with teachers and peers.  Learning through language emphasizes strategies to encourage students to develop new meanings and construct knowledge of the world.  Learning about language empowers students to cultivate an understanding of the relationship between language and meaning and how language works.  

School Language Profile

DMHS students speak many different languages. The majority of our students speak English as a second language with their first languages being Spanish, Tagalog Vietnamese, Chinese, etc. Because of this diversity, our students may fall into the following categories: English speaking students with limited or no language B experience, English speaking students with prior language B instruction, bilingual students who speak their mother tongue as well as English, and non-English speaking students.

· Language of Instruction

The language of instruction is English with the exception of our language B classes where instruction is delivered in the target language.

· Languages Offered
At this time, DMHS offers the following language B courses: Spanish and Mandarin.  The Diploma Program will offer students Language B in Spanish at the higher level and AB Initio (standard level) in their mother tongue.

· Language Practices-Language A

We offer various courses in language A in which students are placed based on achievement scores and student choice. Students in the Diploma Program (DP) study IB English A1 at the higher level. We believe that all teachers are a part of the language-learning process. Consequently, literacy is emphasized in all subject areas. Faculty members receive ongoing professional development to support literacy across the curriculum. Formal writing is formatted in MLA style.

The aims and objectives of the diploma courses are aligned with the Common Core State Standards. Formative and summative assessments are used to evaluate student progress, some of which are assessed with DP criteria.

Diversity in language is seen as a positive element as it fosters respect for other cultures. As part of language acquisition, our belief is that speaking a second language is but part of the process. As such, students receive instruction and experiences regarding the second languages cultures, perceptions and other background dynamics.

· Language Practices-Language B

At Downtown Magnets High School we believe that as students examine global cultures, they are able to gain appreciation of other cultural practices, products and prospective, while coming to the realization that other people, with their differences, can also be right (IB Mission Statement).  All students at Downtown Magnets High School are required to complete at least 2 years of a language B course, 3 are highly recommended and 4 are highly suggested.  We realize that not every student will reach the same level of language proficiency at the same time; therefore we offer a continuum of Language B courses that meet both the developing academic and social needs of all learners.  The aim for each student is to reach his or her highest level of literacy and proficiency in a second language.  

In some cases, IB Diploma Students will not complete 4 years of a second language to take the Language B SL or HL course.  In these cases students can test as AB Initio in Spanish.  AB Initio students may be enrolled in the same class as the SL students but the teachers have to modify instruction and assessments so that students may reach the highest level possible in their second language acquisition.

· Language A Support

All students enrolling as candidates for the International Baccalaureate Diploma are required to take a Language A1.  In the terminology of the IBO, a Language A1 is the student’s “best” language. 
If a student wishes to study one of the IBO Prescribed languages as a “self-taught” course, the student must obtain a qualified teacher of the language A1 concerned who is willing to act as a tutor.  The parents/guardians of the student are responsible for the expenses involved (preparation of lessons, tutoring, marking, lesson material, traveling and communication coasts…).  Students will not be allowed to miss lessons in any other prescribed subject in order to attend sessions with the Language A1 tutor.  The IB Coordinator will offer support and advice to the student and the tutor, provide the relevant IB syllabus and documentation, and organize internal and external examinations.  The IB Coordinator will also order from the IBO Prescribed Book List for each specific language as well as past examinations papers if they are available.  
Students enrolled in a “self-taught” Language A1 must be able to work independently because most of the course is unsupervised.  It is recommended that student and tutor meet, on average, for two hours every two weeks with work being set for the student to complete independently. One should use the guidelines/syllabus of the Language A course taught in DMHS as a model when scheduling lessons and homework for their “self-taught” language of choice.
· Mother tongue Support

Students whose mother tongue is not English are screened by the State language proficiency test for placement. Students receive additional support as determined by the school district and the DMHS Language Acquisition Team.  Resources available to these students include an English Language Development class during the school day and tutoring after school.  Presentations are presented to parents in the native language.  Students have access to online language dictionaries and translated texts in audio, video and written form. A course entitled “Spanish for the Native Speaker” is offered to preserve the skills in the mother tongue of our Spanish-speaking students. Students are encouraged to maintain their cultural identity and native language while celebrating other countries that share the language. 

· Professional Development
Throughout the academic year, teachers participate in workshops that emphasize vocabulary and academic language development strategies, inquiry-discussion techniques, and differentiation of instruction to support student’s second language development.
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